
Kort bio norsk Erling Aksdal f. 1953 
Erling Aksdal er jazzpianist og komponist fra Molde med musikkutdanning fra Berklee 
College of Music og New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, USA. Siden 1990 har han 
undervist ved NTNU Jazzlinja i Trondheim, og har sammen med andre eller alene vært faglig 
leder for Jazzlinja i nesten hele tiden, med unntak av en 7 årsperiode på begynnelsen av 
2000-tallet da han var instituttleder for Institutt for musikk, NTNU. Han har arbeidet med en 
lang rekke norske jazzmusikere. Av internasjonale jazznavn han har hatt konsert- og 
klubbjobber med, har turnert eller gjort innspillinger med, kan nevnes: Ted Curson, Warne 
Marsh, Chet Baker, Jerome Richardson, Harold Land, Toots Thielemans, Elvin Jones, Lee 
Konitz, Johnny Griffin, Ted Kotic, Niels Henning Ørsted Pedersen, Doug Raney, James Moody, 
Shorty Rogers, Bud Shank, Ralph Moore, Bob Brookmeyer, Dick Oats. Han har skrevet musikk 
for teater og film, kammermusikk, for store jazzensembler og en rekke jazzlåter. Han har 
styreerfaring fra bl.a. Association of European Conservatoires (AEC), der han også grunnla 
Pop-Jazz-Platform (som nå organiserer nesten alle ikke-klassiske utdanninger i Europa), 
European Music Council (EMC), Ringve Museum, Midtnorsk Jazzsenter, Trondheim 
Jazzforum, Storyville Jazz Club, Dokkhuset Scene AS, Norsk jazzforum, Moldejazz og mange 
flere. I 2022 ble han tildelt Norsk jazzforums aller første hederspris. 

Short Biography English Erling Aksdal b. 1953
Erling Aksdal is a jazz pianist and composer from Molde, Norway. He has degrees from Berklee College 
of Music and New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, USA. Since 1990 he has taught at the NTNU 
Jazz Programme in Trondheim, and has, together with partners or alone, been the academic leader of 
the Jazz Programme for most of the time since, with the exception of a 7-year period in the early 2000s 
when he was Head of the Department of Music, NTNU. He has worked with a long line of Norwegian 
jazz musicians. Among the international jazz musicians he has toured or made recordings with are: Ted 
Curson, Warne Marsh, Chet Baker, Jerome Richardson, Harold Land, Toots Thielemans, Elvin Jones, Lee 
Konitz, Johnny Griffin, Ted Kotic, Niels Henning Ørsted Pedersen, Doug Raney, James Moody, Shorty 
Rogers, Bud Shank, Ralph Moore, Bob Brookmeyer, Dick Oats. He has written music for theatre and 
film, chamber music, for large jazz ensembles and a number of jazz songs. He has served on Boards in 
the Association of European Conservatoires (AEC), where he was one of the founders of the Pop-Jazz-
Platform (which now organises almost all non-classical music education in Europe), the European 
Music Council (EMC), Ringve Museum, Midtnorsk Jazzsenter, Trondheim Jazzforum, Storyville Jazz 
Club, Dokkhuset Scene AS, Norsk jazzforum, Moldejazz and many more. In 2022, he was awarded the 
Norwegian Jazz Forum's very first Honorary Prize.




